
Maueramt
at the Berlin Wall Memorial, 2014

With this project, Oring explored 
contemporary views about the Berlin 
Wall some 25 years after its demise. 
In a series of public performances in 
Fall 2014, Oring set up the portable 

“Maueramt” at locations along the 
former wall and posed questions such 
as: “What do you think about when you 
think about the Berlin Wall,” or “What 
would you like the world to remember 
about the Berlin Wall?” Answers 
were typed on a manual typewriter 
onto small sheets of paper and 
collected for an exhibition at Museum  
THE KENNEDYS in Berlin. 

Sheryl Oring



Maueramt
at Museum THE KENNEDYS, Berlin, 2014 Sheryl Oring

Exhibition featured more than 200 messages dictated during “Maueramt” performances 
in Berlin and Polaroid photos of participants.



Role Model   
Dubai, São Paulo, St. Petersburg Sheryl Oring

Role Model is an interactive 
performance designed to provoke 
discussion about what we might 
learn from other countries. The 
work was first presented in Fall 
2012 at the Art Prospect Festival 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, where a 
public audience was asked: “What 
can Russia teach the world?” Two 
typists took dictation in answer to 
the question and typed up answers 
on small sheets of paper. These 
answers will in turn serve to inform 
the creation of new work and 
exhibitions.

In January 2013, the performance 
was presented in São Paulo, Brazil, at 
Encuentro 2013, a festival sponsored 
by the Hemispheric Institute of 
Performance and Politics at New 
York University. In November 2014 
the work was presented in Dubai 
at the International Symposium on 
Electronic Art.

Dubai

Dubai São Paulo St. Petersburg



Role Model   
Exhibitions in 2013 Sheryl Oring

In 2013, there were two exhibitions 
featuring documentation of Role 
Model performances. Messages 
typed in answer to the question 

“What can Russia teach the world?” 
were displayed at the Weatherspoon 
Art Museum in Greensboro, NC. 
Messages typed in answer to the 
question “What can Brazil teach the 
world?” were displayed at Gallery 
249 at the University of Dayton in 
the show “The One and the Many: 
Perspectives on Self and Other in Art 
and Human Rights Practices” curated 
by Glenna Jennings.



Travel Desk   
at the San Diego International Airport Sheryl Oring

In August 2013, a series of four 
performances of Travel Desk 
marked the first phase of a public 
art commission at the San Diego 
International Airport. Typists dressed 
in 1960s era flight attendant uniforms 
took dictation of people’s travel 
stories. The performances took 
place during the grand opening of 
one of the airport’s new terminals. 
An art installation inspired by the 
stories shared during the Travel Desk 
performance is being planned.



On the 10th anniversary of September 
11th, a pool of ten typists set up a 
public office in Bryant Park and 
invited people to answer the question: 

“What would you like the world to 
remember about 9/11?” The typists 
took down answers verbatim and 
gave participants a carbon copy of the 
typed document. The originals were 
incorporated into a project archive.

Sheryl Oring
Collective Memory 
at Bryant Park, New York



This exhibition in fall 2011 featured 
all 315 cards typed during three New 
York performances of Collective 
Memory. Participants answered the 
question “What would you like the 
world to remember about 9/11?” in 
various ways, from the personal to the 
political. 

Sheryl Oring
Collective Memory 
at Weatherspoon Art Museum, Greensboro, NC

A limited edition “exhibition in a box”  
was released in 2012.



100 Possibilities   
at the College Art Association 2012 Conference

In honor of the College Art 
Association’s centennial, this work 
posed the question: What is the role 
of the artist? Artists, historians and 
the general public were invited to 
participate in this public performance 
in which 100 answers — hence 100 
possibilities — were typed verbatim 
in response to the question. The work 
was commissioned by the College 
Art Association, and answers are 
incorporated into a website.

Sheryl Oring



The Roy G. Biv Exchange   
at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro Sheryl Oring

The Roy G. Biv Exchange was 
launched in Fall 2012 at the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro 
as the lead component of the Art 
Department’s diversity initiative. 
Students participated in workshops 
during which the performance 
protocols were determined. The 
performance, which was presented 
at the Weatherspoon Art Museum 
and at the Gatewood Art Gallery, 
posed questions about issues 
of diversity on campus to both 
student and faculty participants. 
An installation incorporating more 
than 100 messages dictated during 
the shows was presented in the Art 
Department in Spring 2013.



I Wish to Say: 2010  
at the 01SJ Biennial in San Jose, CA

I Wish to Say began in 2004 with 
a commission from The First 
Amendment Project in Oakland, 
CA. For this work, the artist dresses 
in vintage office clothes, sets up 
a portable public office complete 
with a manual typewriter and invites 
passersby to dictate postcards to 
the president. Cards are typed in 
duplicate, with the original sent to 
the White House and a carbon copy 
kept in the project archive. National 
tours in 2006 and 2008 were made 
possible by a grant from the Creative 
Capital Foundation. To date, more 
than 2,000 postcards have been sent 
to the White House as part of this 
performance. In 2010, I Wish to Say 
was invited to the 01SJ Biennial in San 
Jose, CA, curated by Steve Dietz.

Sheryl Oring



I Wish to Say: 2012  
at the Democratic National Convention, Charlotte

During the 2012 Democratic National 
Convention in Charlotte, NC, a pool 
of five typists set up a public office 
in front of the Bechtler Museum of 
Modern Art and invited passersby to 
dictate postcards to the President. This 
was the largest public performance of 
this work to date. 

Sheryl Oring



I Wish to Say: 2008  
at the McCormick Freedom Museum, Chicago

In November 2008, the McCormick 
Freedom Museum in Chicago presented 
a solo exhibition based on the I Wish to 
Say project. The show featured 300 
postcards to the next president and 
photographic portraits of the people 
who sent them all gathered during 
public performances in dozens of cities 
across the United States.

Sheryl Oring



I Wish to Say: 2008  
at the McCormick Freedom Museum, Chicago

These portraits from a San Francisco 
performance of I Wish to Say were 
among the 300 portraits included in 
the exhibition.

Sheryl Oring



In spring 2012, this multi-faceted 
project was launched together with 
photographer Dhanraj Emanuel, an 
alum of the University of Memphis. 
A pool of five typists set up a public 
office in the main university quad 
and invited passersby to answer the 
simple question about the future of 
the University: “What do you think the 
University could be?” Responses were 
typed verbatim on postcards that were 
included in Alma Mater: University 
of Memphis, an exhibition at the Art 
Museum that also included photos and 
videos related to the performance.

Sheryl OringAlma Mater: University of Memphis  
at the Art Museum of the University of Memphis



Sheryl OringAlma Mater: University of Memphis  
at the Art Museum of the University of Memphis



The Lost installation featured 
thousands of photographs of clothing 
collected in San Diego and sent to 
Haiti with relief organizations after 
the devastating 2010 earthquake. 
The clothing was collected during 
an artist-initiated community 
effort; 2,983 pieces of clothing was 
collected in February 2010, one for 
each mile separating San Diego from 
Port-au-Prince. The 2011 exhibition 
was designed to draw people in, to 
confront them with the photos of 
soiled and wrinkled children’s clothing 
in an attempt to spark memories 
of their own children or their own 
childhood.

Sheryl Oring
Lost  
at the University of California, San Diego gallery



Rilke’s Offerings  
at Art in Odd Places 2010, New York

Rilke’s Offerings is an urban 
intervention created for the Art in Odd 
Places Festival in New York, whose 
2010 theme was “chance.” On each 
of the 10 festival days, 10 envelopes 
addressed “To: A Young Poet” were 
distributed along 14th Street at the 
intersections of First through Tenth 
Avenues. Inside was a hand-typed 
excerpt from one of Rainer Maria 
Rilke’s  letters  to a young poet. Would 
the recipient respond? A stamped 
envelope with a blank sheet of paper 
was provided as a suggestion.

Sheryl Oring



Rilke’s Offerings  
at Art in Odd Places 2010, New York

Rilke’s Offerings examines the role of 
chance in creative work, and also takes 
us back to a time before email. How 
will an audience of today respond to 
an object of the past? Above is the 
first response.

Photograhy served to document the 
placement of letters in the urban 
environment and also to enable a 
gamelike element: After distributing 
each letter, a photo was posted on 
the festival’s twitter feed, allowing 
interested parties to seek out the 
letters with a little visual guidance. 

Sheryl Oring

Photos of each posting appeared on twitter, providing clues to the 
whereabouts of letters each day.



Creative Fix  
at The New Children’s Museum, San Diego

For this project, initiated in 2009, 
artists and creative thinkers were 
asked what they would do to fix the 
country if they could do anything at 
all. Their answers were filmed and 
one-minute videos were posted on 
YouTube, creating a digital idea bank 
for those who want to do something 
positive for the country.

The idea for Creative Fix grew out of 
a series of I Wish to Say performances 
done in 2008 in which the public 
was asked to dictate postcards to 
the President outlining their most 
urgent concerns. Many people spoke 
out for change, and it seemed that 
the challenges facing this nation 
demanded attention from a wider 
audience.

With this 2009 video installation at 
The New Children’s Museum in San 
Diego, the project was expanded to 
include teenagers. During the course 
of the exhibition, teens were asked to 
record ideas to fix their neighborhood, 
city or country as part of a context 
seeking ideas for change. The winner 
received a microgrant to start a 
recycling project in her neighborhood.

The Creative Fix videos are posted at: 
http://www.youtube.com/iwishtosay

Sheryl Oring



On the Continuum of Fear

This 2009 film is a short exploration of 
the tension between mothers and their 
children regarding safety and danger, 
fear and fearlessness. The child knows 
nothing of fear or danger, wants 
only to explore the world unfettered. 
The mother knows the danger of a 
misplaced step high on the playground 
ladder, or of an unsuspected wave. 
This film dramatizes the everyday; the 
tensions it reveals are resolvable only 
through time.

4:57 (16mm)

Sheryl Oring



Writer’s Block

Writer’s Block is an Installation made 
of typewriters and construction 
steel that was first shown in 1999 
on Bebelplatz, in Berlin, Germany, 
site of the 1933 Nazi book burning. 
The exhibition later traveled to 
the Jewish Museum Berlin (1999); 
Buda Castle, Budapest (2001); the 
Boston Public Library (2003) and 
Bryant Park in New York (2003). 
Writer’s Block was made possible 
by support from the Checkpoint 
Charlie Foundation, Jewish Museum 
Berlin, Goethe Institute, Robert Bosch 
Foundation, Puffin Foundation and 
DaimlerChrysler. 

WRITER’S BLOCK, 2003 
Bryant Park, New York 

18 sculptures, 3’ x 3’ each

Bryant Park, New York 2003 Bebelplatz, Berlin, 1999Jewish Museum Berlin, 1999




